T o open this special series of interviews, the Revista Odonto Ciência (Journal of Dental Science) talked to Dr. Jaime Cury and Dr. Cassiano Rösing about their experiences lecturing to dental clinicians and carrying out their intense academic and research activities. Dr. Cury is an expert in Cariology and Oral Biochemistry and was recently awarded the 2010 Yngve Ericsson Prize for Research in Preventive Odontology. Dr. Rösing's main areas of research are Periodontics and Oral Epidemiology, and he has co-authored a best-selling book on Evidence-Based Dentistry. For example, I use to present a conflict of interest declaration and tell the audience that I was there in a sponsored activity. This did not change my approach to the subject matter of the lecture; it simply gave the audience the information. I also think that the teaching profession should be highly valued and that all teachers should be paid for all lectures. Unfortunately, this is not the way it usually happens. I give courses and lectures by invitation from professional associations without payment, even if this means financial loss. In fact, the satisfaction of contributing is so large that we do it pro-bono.  Dr. Cury -As long as scientific freedom is preserved and respected, I do not see anything wrong from the ethical point of view. Besides, in the legal aspect, this activity is permitted in the work contract with my university and I can receive payment. Furthermore, the industries and companies are filling a gap in professional continuing education that should be made available by professional associations. For example, I have participated as a guest speaker in the symposiums promoted by Colgate at CIOSP (São Paulo International Congress of Dentistry) for the last five years, and I have received payment without asking for it; I also report the income properly.
However, if the CIOSP had invited me to lecture, as done this year, I would do it the same way and for free! Therefore, make you be respected!  Dr. Rösing -I am enthusiastic about the dental profession and the youngsters; I challenge them to continue to produce knowledge, be curious with questions that have already been answered, remove their prejudices and be open to change. Dentistry has evolved immensely, and continued learning is important. Thus, the teacher has to be a stimulus for the student. For a new and truly contemporary dentistry, the researcher, the faculty and the clinician must be receptive to new discoveries.  Dr. Cury -Work, generate new knowledge and disseminate it because you will feel rewarded for being useful to the society you belong to!
